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Translation of Nilda Lopez Fernandez's Presentation 

Slide 1 
The President of Honduras is responsible for the country’s foreign policy, and the 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs is responsible for the execution of the President’s policies. 
On January 11, 1839 the Constitutional Assembly determined that the Executive Branch 
would include three Departments: Foreign Affairs, War Department and Ministry of 
Finance. This was the beginning of the Secretary of State in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation. 

Slide 2 
The Archives of the Secretary of State in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation is responsible for the acquisition, organization and custody of 
the records created and accumulated by each dependency of the Institution as part of their 
functions. 

Slide 3 
The Archives has three main responsibilities:  
Acquisition  
Preserve: Implementation of preservation strategies 
Service: Retrieve the information to provide a timely response to requests. 

To ensure the full implementation of these responsibilities we need: standards, 
infrastructure, and trained staff. 

Slide 4 
Over the years the Secretariat have been located in various buildings, creating a situation 
of constant movement and organization of the records. The last move took place in 1998. 
Despite the efforts by different government administrations the identification and 
arrangement of the archives was not achieved. In 2009 the building suffered a flooding in 
the basement and the authorities decided to rescue the institutional memory located there. 
It was a major task since the scope of the documents included  
- diplomatic, consular and administrative records contained in more than 9,000 bound 
books,  
- 22 boxes of colonial documents from the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries 
- a library of approximately 3,000 books about foreign affairs and national publications 
- 33,700 issues of Diario Oficial La Gazeta 
- More than 300 treatises (some from the 18th and 19th centuries) 
- more than 4,000 boxes with unidentified documents. 

The task of rescue and organization of the historical archives strengthened processing of 
the records of the Sovereignty and Border Commission, which was translated to the 
basement of the building without any specific criteria. 

The slide includes pictures of the flooding. 
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Slide 5 
The shelve broke down because of the weight of the documentation. In addition, the 
humidity damaged the wood shelve. Approximately 500 boxes with original documents 
were damaged by the flooding. 
 
Slide 6 
Photographs taken during the recovery of documents. An estimate of two million 
documents needed classification. Approximately 33,700 Gacetas have been arranged 
chronologically, many of which are not in bookbinders. 
 
Slide 7 
Cleaning, selection and description of materials. It is important to mention that the 
working conditions were not adequate because of the location, a basement without air 
conditioning, and dehumidifiers. In addition, the space did not have the adequate 
materials for recovery work. 
 
Slide 8 
These photos show the process of cleaning, and moving materials to new folders and 
boxes. 
 
Slide 9 
Identification of collections, Diario Oficial La Gaceta, Naturalization and Foreign 
Registries, passport request forms, etc. 
 
Slide 10 
By December 2011 the diplomatic, consular and administrative correspondence of the 
Secretariat of Foreign Affairs from the years 1890-1990 was organized chronologically. 
 
Slide 11 
A database was created for the Treatises. A total of 265 maps were inventoried and 
placed on the Sovereignty and Border Commission (COSOF). We are in the process of 
acquiring materials for maps’ conservation. 
 
Slide 12 
Sovereignty and Border Commission (COSOF). The office of COSOF houses the 
following materials: 265 maps, 5 plans, more than 60 filing cabinets with unprocessed 
documents, 460 books, replicates of documents from the International Court at The 
Hague, documents about border controversies, 250 files with unprocessed documents. 
 
Slide 13 
Administrative Archive. It currently houses the records from the past ten years at the 
Institute.    
 
There are approximately 4,000 boxes with records created by the Units of the Secretariat 
of State. 
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Slide 14 
Library of the Secretariat. There are approximately 3,000 books. 
 
Slide 15 
Recovery of the records and maps of the Sovereignty and Border Commission. 
 
Slide 16 
Oldest documents found so far, from 1640, consists mostly of matters of civil order (land 
distribution and property ownership) 
 
Slide 17-18 
No text. 
 
Slide 19 
Seals of Treatises from the 19th century. 
 
Slide 20 
Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation between Honduras and the United States 
of America. 
 
Slide 21 
Students from the History Department at the National University working with the 
documents. 
 
Slide 22 
A new physical location for the Archive is necessary for an adequate organization and 
preservation of the documents. It should be equipped with the necessary tools for archival 
work and with sufficient storage space for the continuing growth of documents. 
 
This new physical space should include the following resources and services: 

• Reference room with digital access 
• Appropriate metallic shelves 
• Computers, printers and scanners 
• Conservation lab 
• Secure space for confidential archives 
• Digitization lab 

 
Slide 23 
Photo: Stairs with hieroglyphs in Copán Ruinas, our ancestral text written in stone. 
 
THANK YOU 
 
 
 



Translation of the Presentation by Magda Sanchez Espinosa and Alexander Flores 

LACCHA annual meeting 2014 

Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Honduras (UNAH) 

National Autonomous University of Honduras 

Slide #1: 

[Title slide – No notes] 

Slide #2: 

Founded in 1847, it’s currently one of the most trusted public institutions by Honduran society. 

Slide #3: 

Manages and administers the University’s information and communications technology. 

Develops and provides maintenance for UNAH’s Technology Platform, which allows the 

university to interact nationally with regional centers and distance education centers. 

Slide #4: 

In 1998, Hurricane Mitch hit Central America and caused great losses of human life and material 

damages. Due to the irreparable loss of part of Honduras’ documentary heritage (printed matter, 

manuscripts), the UNAH decided to present an international cooperative project with the goal of 

rescuing, preserving, and conserving Honduras’ important legal and historical documentation. 

The project, “Preserving and Conserving the Documentary Heritage of Honduras,” was funded 

by the Organization of American States (OAS). 

Slide #5: 

The Digital Information Unit, a specialized unit of the DEGT, began the material selection 

process while keeping in mind the copyright law of Honduras. The law says that copyright ends 

after 75 years, which allows the publication of content online without infringing on the author’s 

rights. The next step was to scan the documents, followed by the technical processing (selection 

of the metadata methodology, platform selection to host the repository). This process highlights 

Honduras’ documentary heritage and provides access to national and international audiences. 

Slide #6: 

The survey of several national institutions has resulted in millions of digitized images which are 

considered an invaluable national heritage. Among them, we can mention, periodicals of the 19th 

and 20th century, manuscripts by historical figures such as José Cecilio del Valle and Francisco 

Morazán, as well as photographs from the 19th and 20th century. 

The whole digitization project was implemented after the establishment of digitization processes 

based on international standards according to the physical characteristics of the object and 

technological requirements to capture and format the image, image backup, and publication 

format, among others. The workflow ends with the publication of digitized content on the web 

while respecting copyright law. 

In addition to being a pioneering project, it has become a national reference model. 



 

Slide #7: 

National information partners which provided support for this project: 

 UNAH’s Library System 

 UNAH’s Office of Scientific Research 

 Latin American Graduate School in Social Work (PLATS-UNAH) 

 UNAH’s General Archive 

 National Library of Honduras 

 National Periodicals Library of Honduras 

 Records Center of the Central Bank of Honduras 

 Private collections of Honduran families 

 Cultural Center of the City of Yuscarán 

 

Slide #8: 

Preserved documents 

 

Collections of cultural and historical serials include 

 Serials of the Honduran National Library and Archives (1904-1982) 

 Annals of the National Archive (1967) 

 Esfinge (1916) 

 Ariel (1938) by Froylan Turcios, famous Honduran writer 

 Official Bulletin (1830), first name of the country’s official newspaper 

 Official Editor (1840), second name of the country’s official newspaper 

 The Gazette, Official Newspaper of the Republic of Honduras (1876-2013), 133 years of 

which 24 years are published 

 

Manuscripts 

 Plays by Father José Trinidad Reyes (founder of the UNAH) 

 Letters of José Cecilio del Valle, editor of the declaration of independence of Central 

America 

 Thesis of Honduran presidents, for example Tiburcio Carías Andino 

 

Slide #9: 

Printed matter 

 Books of ancient laws (1800) 

 Books about territorial boundaries 

 Honduran literature (e.g. Ramón Rosa) 

 Honduran history 

 

Slide #10: 

This workflow has changed as we continue to work and discover new tools for image processing. 

 

Slide #11: 

Up to this point our main endeavor has been to rescue archival material but we are working on 

making it visible with the construction of open access digital repositories that allow us to share 

our history and culture with the world. 



 

Slide #12: 

We have taken the time to study and select the best applications to construct digital repositories 

in order to be able to apply standards and to exchange information with other national and 

regional repositories. This will allow us to be part of other information networks. 

 

Slide #13: 

Honduras is a country undergoing development and its population has little access to online 

resources. In addition, a lack of digital know-how prevents people from being able to take 

advantage of these type of resources. 

 

In the technology world where advances are made at a fast pace, hardware soon becomes 

obsolete. In addition, the large amount of preserved material has led to equipment wear out and 

to the limits of our storage capacity. 

 

We take these challenges as opportunities and as the path forward. 

 

Slide #14: 

[Last slide with the presenters’ contact information] 
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