
Poder Judicial de Honduras 

Rescue and Organization of Archives

Latin American and Caribbean Cultural Heritage 

Archives Round Table. Society of American 

Archivists

Abog. Dilcia Mayela Valle    August 15, 2014

1



Dilcia Mayela Valle
Director of the Honduran Judicial Branch Archives

Rescate y Reorganizacion Documental

Rescue and Reorganization of the Judicial Archives
Honduras



Historical Summary
The Republic of Honduras has three branches of government: Legislative,
Executive and Judicial.

The Judicial branch is directed by the Plenary of Judges, made up of 15
judges who hear jurisdictional matters; and the Judicial Council and the
Judicial Service, composed of 6 members responsible for the administration
of funds and human resources.

VISION
A strengthened judiciary independence, efficiency, transparency, accessibility
and impartiality, worthy of trust of citizens and the lifelong pursuit of
excellence

MISSION:
Impart justice in a way that is transparent, accessible, impartial, prompt, 
efficient and free of charge, by magistrates and judges subject only to the 
Constitution and international treaties and domestic law, to ensure legal 
security, social peace and affirm the republican vocation under the 
democratic rule of law.
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The Historic Judicial Archives

 The archives is responsible for the organization and
safekeeping of documentation generated by the Justice
Administration in the exercise of its judicial power, which
must be controlled, protected and preserved as a
reflection of legal actions of citizens and the fulfillment of
their right under the Constitution.

 Contribute to improving the functions of the Judicial
Administration. An organized and well managed archives
creates more organizational efficiency.
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Rescue and Recovery of the Archives

We started this project after the results of an International Inquiry
held in the city of Tegucigalpa, in 2004, with the help of the Spanish
Cooperation, which indicated that no organized archives for the
Judicial Branch existed at the time.

This meeting motivated our authorities to take corrective steps, and
we took on designating the work of implementing the
recommendations set forth during the inquiry.

After seeing the succesful results of recovery and rescue in the
Central Archives in Tegulcigalpa, we came to understand that there
was still a lot of work to do in the Judicial Archives of Honduras.
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Tegucigalpa, Central Archives, 2004
Before the reorganization, processing standards and control
did not exisit and space was limited.

5



Reading Room

Areas to consult
materials were
inadequate, very small
and long wait times.
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Immediate actions undertaken

 Training on processing and managing documents for personnel working
in the archives

 Buiding of a database with the IT unit in order to identify and catalog
documents in the archive

 Requesting materials specifically for processing: boxes, shelving,
binders.

 Organizing transfers to the Central Archive, taking into consideration the
steps necessary for preserving the materials.

 Educating all of the officials in the new steps for managing and
organizing the archives. It was a difficult task to change old habits, but
with the support of upper administration, good results were obtained.
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Tegucigalpa, 2004. After the reorganization.
Cataloged in database, new shelving. Shortening time of service 

to user.
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San Pedro Sula, Cortes, 2005. Before the recovery.
Documents in inadequate storage without arrangment or
organization, abandoned. Interior view.
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San Pedro Sula, 2005
Exterior view of document storage. Documents were put 

in whatever spot without any care or protection.
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Archival Training, 2005

 10 students from the law 
School were contracted

 5-day training workshops with 
participation of personnel from 
8 different cities in Honduras
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San Pedro Sula, 2005, 
After the archival reorganization, 700,000 documents were 

recovered.
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San Pedro Sula, Judicial Archive, January, 2006 
After one year of work, the office was open to users, with 
350,000 entries in the database and a new reading room. 
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Danli, El Paraíso, 2006. Before the reorganization, documents
were mixed in with pieces of evidence and other furniture,
without any order.
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Danli, El Paraíso, 2006. After the reorganization,
stacks areas were redisigned with shelving and adequate 

materials for conservation and access. 
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Colonial city of Comayagua, 2007
Before the reorganization, documents were mixed with pieces
of evidence and broken furniture, stored inside bags donated
by local businesses.
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Colonial city of Comayagua, 2008
After the reorganization, documents are now cataloged in a 

database and accesible to researchers.
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La Ceiba, Atlántida, 2008
Before the reorganization: unprocessed collections in need
of preservation. Stored in boxes donated by local
businesses.
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La Ceiba, Atlántida, 2008
After the organization:documents are processed and 
arranged and placed in boxes made for the Judicial 

Archives.
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Ocotepeque City, 2011
Recovery and Organization of the Archives

Before                                   After
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La Esperanza, Intibuca, 2011
Before the recovory of the archives

Before                                               After 
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Judicial Historic Archives building
Tegucigalpa, Honduras 2011

Reading room Exhibit gallery 
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Historic Judicial Archive
Storage area/Stacks
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Exhibit gallery and multipurpose room. Lectures and courses on 
archival science for university students and officials from other 
institutions. Visits by school children to the archives.
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Principle goals met by the Judicial 
Archives with international cooperation

 Adoption of the Rules of Judicial Archives, being the
model for other institutions, and foundation to manage
the approval of a National Archives Act

 Construction of the first building for archives in
Honduras, built according to international standards

 Training in archival practice
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Thank you!
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 The archival unit is in charge of receiving,
organizing and taking custody of the
organizational records produced or collected
by each of the operational units of the main
Institution (which Institution?) as part of
their administrative functions.



 It needs to fulfill three specific functions:
1. Acquisition: To acquire all the relevant records,
2. Conservation: To apply techniques and procedures 

to preserve the records in the right conditions and
3. Service/Reference: To have the 

information/records accessible to be able to 
respond to inquiries as fast as possible.

To be able to fulfill this duties properly it is necessary 
to have in places three essential elements: Policies, 
Infrastructure and Trained Staff.



During the process, 22 
boxes with historical 

documents were 
identified, some of them 
from the 17th century.

A total of 1,500 boxes 
were inventoried with  

documents from a wide 
variety of topics and time 

periods.



The metal stacks 
collapsed because of the 

weight of documents. 
Furthermore, the wooden 

stacks were damaged 
because of the extreme 

humidity.
Approximately 500 

boxes that were 
damaged during the 

flood contained “invoices 
of authenticity”: a 

transaction that legalized 
government documents 

to be used in foreign 
affairs.



There were approx. 
33,700 Official Gazettes, 
ordered in chronological 
order but many were left 

unbound.  

2,000,000 documents 
needed to be inventoried











A database was created to 
keep track of all the Treaties 
and Agreements recovered 
during the project

265 maps were 
inventoried and place in 

in COSOF. Pending: 
acquiring map cases to 

preserve them.



The COSOF office housed: 265 maps, 5 architectural 
plans; over 60 file cabinets with unclassified 
documentation, 460 books, legal arguments sent to  
The Hague court, documentation related to border 
disputes, 250 binders with unclassified documents.



 This archives is the custodian of the last 10 years of 
administrative records produced by COSEF

 So far 4,000 boxes have been inventoried with 
documentation created by the different departments 
and units in the State Department. 



















 To be able to properly organize and preserve the 
records it is necessary to create an area with the 
necessary services and the built-in capacity to 
expand to accommodate future growth.

 Necessary requirements for this new space are: 
 Reading Room space for physical and digital 

consultations
 Metal Stacks
 Furniture, Computers, Printers and Scanners
 Conservation Lab
 Secure Safe to archive confidential records and
 Digitization Lab



The Hieroglyphs Staircase in the Ruins of Copán, our 
ancestral text inscribed in stone
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Alexander Flores
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The National Autonomous University of Honduras (UNAH) : its 
contribution to the recovery, preservation, access and visibility of the 

archival heritage of Honduras
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La Universidad Nacional Autónoma de Honduras (UNAH):

 Es la institución que dirige la Educación Superior en Honduras
 Universidad más importante de Honduras y con cubertura nacional
 8 Centros Regionales y 8 centros de educación a distancia
 Mas de 80,000 estudiantes a nivel nacional
 5,000 empleados (docentes, administrativos y de servicio)

¿Quién es la UNAH ?



¿Quién es la DEGT ?

Administrates Information and 
Communication Technology

(TIC) of the University.

Develops and maintains the
Technological Platform of the UNAH, 

which connects the UNAH to 
Regional and Long-Distance Centers 



• In 1998, Hurricane Mitch originated great human
and material loss, such as the destruction of an
extensive part of the cultural legacy of the country.

• Desarrollo del proyecto de “Preservación,
Conservación y Digitalización del Patrimonio
Documental” financiado por la OEA

• Development of the project “Preservation,
Conservation, and Digitization of Archival
Heritage” funded by the OAS

Why is the UNAH interested in the recovery 
and preservation of archival heritage?



Cómo se ejecutó el proyecto de digitalización:

is a specialized unit of the Board of
Directors of Technology Administration
(DEGT)

Looking four
sources

Selecting material

Digitization

Technical
processing of 
material and 
information

Applying
Honduras 

Copyright Law



Project Results

Digitized
Documents

Serials from the 19th & 20th 
centuries

Manuscripts

19th & 20th-centuries 
photographs

Special Collections
•Casa de la Cultura de Yuscarán

More than 2 million of digitized
images

Workflow

Rules for digitization

Technical Processing of 
Documents

Besides being a pioneering
project, it has become a national

model



Some Repositories

National Library

Honduras Central Bank’s Library

UNAH Library System



Types of Recovered and Digitized Documents



Types of Recovered and Digitized Documents



Digital Technical Processing of Documents

01 • Selection of Material

02 • Preparation of document

03 • Image processing

04 • Archival processing

05 • Cataloguing

06 • Publication in the repository



In Process…

Policies for institutional repositories

Expansion of Repository According to Type of Document

Documental Heritage (serials) 

Scientific and Academic Publications

Historic Documentation of Archives

Administrative Documentation



Technical Aspects

Document Management

Dspace, ICA-AToM, DOCUWARE

Databases MYSQL

Metadata Standards

Dublin Core

ISAD-G

Collaboration with national and international repositories



Retos

Digital gap in 
the country

No degrees
in Library 
Science

Availability
of Funding

Preservation
and care of 

licenses

Storage 
Equipment

Obsolete
Equipment



¡Muchas Gracias!

http://www.gestiondoc.unah.edu.hn/
mailto:msanchez@unah.edu.hn
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